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THE GRAND CHAPTER, 
Of this state, will commence its annual communica- 
tion, on Tuesday next, (Feb. 3d.) at 10 o’clock, A. M, 
InTemp!e Chapter Hall, corner of Broadway and 
Steuben st. 
JOHN O. COLE, Grand Secretury. 
Jan. 1846. 
ON THE MASONIC CHARACTE R OF 
INGTON. 


BY JOSEPH R. CHANDLER, P. G. M. 
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In addresses which I have made, in former visita- 
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national strife but to exhibit their love and venera- 
tion for a man who tempted the fire of patriotism with 
the enlarged affection of the Mason. 

Our order, too, and our own immediate jurisdiction, 
Beauti- 
ful in the list of those who reflect lustre upon human- 


ity, and a bright ensamplar of patriotism, piety, and 
; Masonic virtue, he stood forth amid the storm of rev- 


» Olutionary strife ; 


and, though not called to draw the 


> sword on the field of battle, he did glorious service 
‘ by watching the thunder-cloud as it hurried onwards, 


‘ and 


drawing thence the lightning whose flash 


' was to strike down the most elevated of his country. 


tions, my Brethren, I have sought to show you what , 


are some of the specific duties of Masons towards each: 


. other, and what are the duties which they owe the 


An nn nnnnns 


vce 


ween 


order, in their intercourse with the world. 

There is, my Brethren, good grounds for self-felici. 
tation, and themes are presented on al! hand for glow. 
ing eulogiums on Masons, not only for the 
constant fulfilment of all their Masonie obligations, 
but also for the lustre which they have shed upon our 
craft, by their fidelity to those duties in the world, 
in the discharge of which they won credit. to 
themselves, and insured an immortality of fame. 

I have somewhere heard 
principal general of the revolutionary army of our 
country was a Mason. 

I cannot tell how true may be the report ; it 
tain that the most conspicuous among them 
the craft, and gladly and proudly acknowledged their 
relationship. 

The first great martyr of liberty in our country— 
he who gloriously perilled life and lost iton Bunker’s 
Hill, Warren, the hero, the sage, and the patriot— 


strict and 


have 


it observed, that every 


Is cer- 


’ was ofour craft, and feeling that he derived honor from 


’ that connexion. 


while his Brethren confessed with 


‘ gratitude the lustre which his virtues shed upon the 
> order. 


King Solomon’s Lodge of Charlestown (Miss.), in 


‘ honor of their beloved Master.erecte | a neat column on 
Bunker’s Hill,—not to perpetuate the memory of a ¢/ 


rN 


were of 


Not unconnected with the names to which we have 


, alluded, is one who, though of other times, is yet a- 


’ lence of our order 
, secution arose 


LANN 


LAA 


live to hand down the virtues and illustrate the excel. 
, as it shone before the storm of per- 
upon us. His name is connected, in- 
deed, with the party strifes of our nation ; and men in 
the world, who shared in these strifes, have been 
loud in their support, or equally loud in their denur, 
ciation of him as a politician. Whatever may be or 
attachments or our dislikes in that regard—and e') 
dislikes towards him must have that regard —what. 
ever they may be, we. as Masons, in our solemn as, 
semblies, may claim him as our Brother, and bcast 
of his Masonic virtues, that poured honor upon the 


’ eraft, while they mingled with home affections, and 
; made lovely and delightful the fire-side circle of the 
’ Hermitage. 


> my intention to make a 


You will see, my respected Brethren, 
ce 


that it is not 
roll-call” of those Masons; 


- who in addition to the virtues and excellence of the 


craft, have distinguished themselves in this country 


| by the exercise of enlarged talents, and the pro. 


motion of uhe honor of our country. I have no time 


, for such a catalogue ;—-it would require months instead 
; of evenings, and ca'l for residence rather than visita- 


tions”. : 
But the day on which we meet you, Brethren of 


Lodge, No. 154, and Visiting Brethren generally, $ 
suggests naturally a recurrence to one whose name is ; 
Spe SP ero SW ° oe eg 
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onnected with the solem arent of our craft, and is 
herished invariable in the formalities of its refresh- 
vents. This, my Brethren, is the birthday of Wasu- 
vetow. The world—the whole civilized world — 
ows with admiration to that name, as the exponent 

‘all that is great in patriotism and lovely in public 

xample. The name is syllabled in their ear—as if 

is virtue was their inheritance. The broadest em- 
ires of Europe, while they shut out the light of re- 
ublican truths, acknowledge the lustre which our 

wuntry’s father has thrown around the name of MAN ; 
ad the litle Republic of San Merino, situated above 
1e clouds that play around the mid height of Mount 
Srbano, a republic too poor to have jewels — too 
mall to boast of a treasury, she cherishes, among the 
valuables of her public posse8sions, the name and sim 
ile portrait of Washington. 

Wherever virtue has a resting place ; wherever 
‘here is one to appropriate patriotism ; wherever 
me heart beats to philanthropy, there is cherished 
he fame, there is celebrated the worth, of Washing- 
fon. 

No sectional honor is his; no boundary lines dis- 
auted or settled, circumscribe the property of his at 
tachments or the propinquity of his relationship. Our 
aation was immediately benefitted by his exertions, 
and his sacrifices; but mankind are to derive the ex- 
tensive benefits of his true greatness. Our na- 
tion may justly claim himasa father ; but he was the 
friend of mankind—the benefactor of the whole hu- 
man race. 

How beautifully coincident with the true chracter of 
our order is thatof Washington. How justly may the 
members of an association ‘‘ dedicated to universal 
benevolence” claim, as a Brother, a man whose vir. 
tues were thus diffusive, whose examples extended to 
all of his kind, and whose fame is coextensive with 
political freedom. 


a~s 


Fond of social intercourse, but sternly attached to : 
those conventional ceremonies by which social inter- > 
‘ourse is prevented from degeneration into profitless ‘ 
familiarity, Washington must have presented to his » 


‘riends a most excellent object for the honors of our 
‘raft ; and once initiated, he must have found the or- 
ler most congenial to his social habits. 
f fraternal greeting would have been promptly re- 
sponded to by the benevolence of his disposition ; and 
he precise ceremonies of our Lodges, that admit 


no variation that allow of no undue familiarity, ‘ 
ind call upon all alike for strict observance, were « 


‘nadmirable harmony with all his views of propriety and 
zovernment. In these things Washington was, 
by nature and early habits, formed for a Mason. 

I pause not to enrich my eulogium with a Aiew of 
the character of Washington asa general — no one 
seeks to outrank him: others have gained greater vic- 
tories ; others may have exhibited equal bravery ; 
others may have defeated invading armies with smal- 
ler forces ; but none, like him, have saved an army, 
wasted by want and by sickness, and tempted by the 
gold and the comforts of those better provided ; none, 
like him, have allowed his prudence to be charged as 
cowardice, and his caution to iniifference, while he 
was sacrificing all to the nation. Others may have 
defended a country or defeated an enemy; but he 
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wasted the strength of a superior force by his cautious 
skill and gave hope of success by avoiding that con- 
test which must have lead to defeat. 


‘* Well may our realms his Fabian wisdom boast, 
His prudence saved what bravery had !ost.” 


Itis not, however, I repeat, asa genera! ,that I come 
hither to consider Washington. But it is a fair use of 
the subject, for us all to consider that the glory which 
that great man acquired by his generalship, is, in some 
measure , reflected upon our craft, since in no situa- 
tion in life did he ever manifest a disposition to avoid 
recognition as a Mason, or to evade the duties which 
his connexion with the eat imposed upon him ; and, 
perhaps, many of those beautiful instances of perso- 
nal kindness,which are quoted as illustrative of the be- 
nevolence of the heart of Washington, were indeed 
the discharge of Masonic duties, resulting from the 
c'aim of some unfortunate Brother, whom the chance 
of war had placed within the sphere of kindness. 


than the uninitiated may suppose. 

After the battle of Trenton, the commanding officer 
of the enemy’s forces was found on the field of battle. 
‘* Take charge of this gentleman,” said he to his aids, 
“see him carefully and kindly conveyed to a house ; 
call our best surgeons to his assistance, and let us save 
his life if possible.” 


Whether Rahl, thus cared for, was a Mason, I know 
not ; whether the feelings which prompted the 


dir cetion to Washington were those of a Mason for a 
destroyed Brother ; or whether they were Masonic 
feeling influencing him to the comfort of all, I know 
not. One thing I know, that the generous act was 
that of Washington—it was the act of a Fremason, 
and that Mason was our Brother. 

So that we find, that, though in what constituted 
the outward greatness of Washington—office, courage, 
and patriotism — Masonry was not, and could not 
be, represented ; yet in all that gives beauty to the 
greatness, dignity to the office, benevolence to cour- 


age, and true fame to patriotism. Masonry was con- 


? spicuous ; her principles were operative upon his mo- 


The warmth : 


tives and were evident in his actions : inducing benev. 
olence and kindness to all with reference to his exal- 
ted position, and special affection toa few with regard 
to his Masonic relations. 

When Washington accepted the invitation of a na- 


- tion which he had, as a soldier, aided to call into exis- 


tence, 1o become its political head, we do not find 
him unmindful of his Masonic relations. Amid the 
lustre of his new position, he responded promptly to 
every felicitation from the craft on his growing hon- 
ors ; and by his participation in the public procession ° 
of the craftin this city, and his uniting with them in 
the open exercises of the church, he evidently inten- 
ded to allow the order to have its due proportion of } 
the honors of his exalted station, and to bear testimo- 
ny to the excellence of an institution of which he was 
a willing member. 

No man was more sensitive than General Washing- 
ton to every circumstance which seemed likely, even 
remotely, to produce an unhappy or undesirable effect 
upon the country ; while no man would treat with 
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more sovereign contempt the proposition and the per- 
son of one who would seek to create political capital 
out of a charge against a charitable institution, or to 
make the secresy of its movements the occasion for 
persecution of its members. 

Beautifully illustrative of this just discrimination 
by Washington, between political and charitable asso- 


ciations, is the fact, that having in view certain se- $ 
cret political societies, which he thought hostile to ° 
our liberties, he cautions in his Farewell Address, a- } 


gainst *‘ secret societies,” while inthe same year we 
found him in public correspondence with Masonic 
Lodges, recognising his relation with them, and pro- 
fessing his faith in their ability to be eminently use- 


‘ ful in their peculiar way. 


Strange contradiction this, my Brethren, if Wash. : 
. ington had ever intended, by censuring 


** secret com- 


binations,” to castan imputation upon our craft. A 


“ contradiction not consistent with the well-known char- 


* acter of Washington, and only to be imaginad of him 
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‘ which points and leads to office. 
without that favorable local position, by which con- 


. patible 
. ease of Washington, immense burthens of public duty 
. may separate himself from those labors of love which 
; are imposed upon the officers of our craft; and he 
‘ may have excused himself from presiding over Ma- 
‘ sonry, by the higher duty of presiding over the na- 
« tion, 


by those who would avow or renounce Masonry for « 
the sake of office, and rise toa little ephemerial con- 


sequence by disturbing weak communities with their 


marvellous development of Masonic wrongs ; and : 
creep- © 


se 


when they fail of their object with men, then : 
ing into widow’s houses,.and leading away silly wo. 


“ men.” 


Asagentleman, a soldier, and as the President of 


‘ the United States, we find George Washington true to 
. the principles of our craft ; never pushing forward his § 
‘ claims to distinction among us, but never denying his ; 
' relations, or refusing his presence when public cere- ; 
‘ monies required his participation, or when the re. | 


spect of distant Brethren manifested itself in public 
expressions. 


It has been remarked, as a matter either for censure 
‘ or astonishment, that Washington, with all his virtues, 
: his exalted rank, and his extensive fame, never requir. 


eda ‘* Masonic rank,” (alluding to office,) equal to 
that of many whose position, in all cifcumstances of 


‘ public regard, are infinitely below that of the father of ° 
. our country. 
‘ should he who millions called to preside over a nation, 


** Why was this?’ itis asked. ‘* Why 
linger among the private members of an institutioa of 
very limited number ?” 

To a Mason the answear is obvious and easy. 

A Brother may have all the high virtues of a Mason 
without the peculiar skill for Masonic labor—the skill 
He may have both 


be com- 
as in the 


stant attendance at the Lodge would 
with interest or inclination ; or, 


Those who would judge of the action of our craft 


‘ must understand the principles on which it is founded, 
+ and the rules by which it is governed. 


The internal 
arrangements are peculiar and proper, and conform to 
the true genius of the order; and those who would 


; censure us for not making Washington the head of 
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the craft, because he was, and others less than he. 
subsequently became heads of the nation—might s- 
well sneer at the nation for not making Washington it 
perpetual head, when smaller men were rulers for lik 
in Europe. 

It is the noblest argument against the pitiful asser 
tions of some enemies of our order, that Masonry is « 
system of offices—that such a man as Washington 
whom office always courted. could find himself eve 
happy in the enjoyment of Masonic recognition witb- 
¢ out those honors which Masonry has to bestow. 

The virtues of Washington, however are valuabl: 
to usas Masons, wherever and however regarded : 
; and we may be allowed to trace him even to th: 
¢ quiet, domestic scenes of Mount Vernon, and catch + 
ray from the retiring luminary, to make more lustrous 
¢ our order. There, amid the delights of that retire. 
; ment which his heart had ever coveted, he enjoyed the 
‘ refreshment to which he had been called, from years 
of labor, and shed around him a quiet bliss, that was 
doubled, in the enjoyment of its possessors, from the 
certain knowledge that he who dispensed it was hap- 
py in the happiness he diffused. 

The nation felt that his existence was connected 
* with every pulsation of its heart ; and the world look- 
‘ ed in admiration at the bright luminary of the west, 

that poured back upon his race the accumulation of the 

wisdom and prudence of mankind—a golden light, 
; that lay upem the earth in the evening beauty—rich 
and enriching — lovely in itself, and diffusing loveli- 
ness on all upon which it shone. 
> While mankind thus gazed in admiration and awe, 
; and our nation was enjoying the allowable pride, in 
» what she was giving the world, that bright luminary 
sunk down beneath the horizon, as if anxious for the 
enjoyment of that better state, for which his virtues 
had prepared him. ; 
He has gone, indeed, but the brilliant track of his 
‘ pathway shall know no darkness. The zodiac 
through which he took his course, shall be bright in 
the lustre of his greatness ; and star after star may 
go out in every constellation of the political Heavens 
but where he went the brightness shall be eternal ; 
and the upturned faces of admiring mortals shall catch 
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a reflection of that lustre, from the very power of ap- “ 


preciating its purity. 

Nomore Washingtons shall come in our time.— 
Mount Vernon shall not give back its sacred deposit 
to bless a nation, and the human form has not yet 
been shaped to receive the eternal fire to make it a- 
nother Washington. But his virtres are stamped on 
the heart of mankind. He who is great in the battle 
field looks upwards to the generalship of Washington. 
He who grows wise in council feels that he is imita- 
ting a Washington. He who can resign power against 
the wishes of a people has in his eye the bright exam- 


ple of Washington. The husbandman toiling in his 
field is proud in the thought that Washington, too, 
was a farmer. The Mason, in the midst of his la- 
bors, remember with pride that Washington was a 
Mason ; and the man struck down by misfortune, sol. 
itary and unaided, who has no special claim of asso- 
ciation with that great one, warms his heart, and 
strengthens his virtuous resolution, in the recolletion 
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that Washington, too, was a man. 


Ltrs 





hasty glance at the character of Washington, that the 
exercise of all Masonic virtues are entirely consistent 
with every position of life ; and that the most exalted 


whence we cast the rays of truth and virtue farther 
abroad, and expose, for greater admiration, the qual- 
ities of the principles of our craft. 

Wealth too often shuts up the heart of the posse3sor 
against the calls of the afflictied—sealing the fountain 
whence charity should flow, because its possessor, 
confident in his possession, has little thought that he 


mitigate. That example of Washington, making his 


hospitality, and the centre of the silent charity which 


to every Mason, to induce an imitation within the 
permission of his own means,and to bestow with a dis- 
crimination that looks to the deservings of the recipi- 
ent. 

It is, my respected Brethren, one of the natural con- 
sequences of the heartless persecutions to which our 
order was a few years since exposed, that we should 
now find our lodge most disproportionately filled with 
younger Brethren. The additions to our Lodges ceas.- 
ed for several years, while we have received large 
numbers withina year ortwo past. These new Breth- 
ren are zealous, and anxious to obtain a knowledge of 
the mysteries, which have come to be a portion of their 
right, and to perfect themselves in that work which 
makes attendance on our Lodges so delightful. I re- 
joice to see them here ; and while 1 have a pleasure, 
strong and peculiar, in associating with my elder 
Brethren of the craft, I rejoice to meet so many of the 
young. In the name of my Brother Officers, in the 
name of the Grand Lodge, I bid you welcome. I in. 
vite you to our honors and our pleasures : your youth, 
too, will be well employed in bearing the burthens of 
the craft, that your age may be honored in the grateful 
recollection of the Brethren. 

The subject for this evening’s consideration is admi- 


er Brethren, stand towards us and towards the world ; 
and I trust that you will do me the justice to believe 
that, in attempting to make it applicable and directly 


always take in the welfare of the young, and the con- 
happiness of the juniors of our craft. 
tues and excellences that are above neither your com- 
prehension nur your condition. 


rate fortune, and he was at an early age compelled to 


schools of this city—to which he brought no family 
influence, superior to what very many of you may 
command. The business of surveying required no ex- 
traordinary skill; a few rods, and sometimes even 
miles, made little difference in the boundaries of lands ; 
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As Freemasons, my Brethren, we learn, from this / 
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stations to which we may be called are only pinnacles, - 


may be exposed to the sufferings which he refuses to © 
house the home of the alflicted—the seat of generous ¢ 


has no record but in Heaven—may be made profitable ° 


rably adapted to the relations in which you,my young. ¢ 


profitable to you, I am induced to the deep interest I 


stant solicitude I have especially for the honor and ‘ 
Let me,then. my ‘ 
young friends, point you toa grand ensamplar for your / 
life and conversation, and hold for your imitation vir- | 


George Washington was the son of a man of mode- 
earn his living for himself, by entering upon the ex- y 


possures of the surveyor’s life—to which, he brought ‘ 
no education which may not be obtained in the public ¢ 
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when tracts included counties rather than farms, and » 


when the bed of a gigantic rivér was preferred as a 


demarkation to the straightest line that the practised ° 


eye of the surveyor ever run from the most nicely ad- 
Not science, not learning, not family 
connexion, were the foundation of the character and 
success of Washington. Men superior to him in all 
these circumstances and elements of success, stood 
around every day, waiting in vain for promotion, and 
admiring his upward success. 

The true secret of all his greatness — the means 
whereby he did ascend—were not extraneous, not ac- 
cidental, They are round in a fixed purpose of mind ; 
a high indomitable moral courage ; an unyielding in- 
tegrity. He paused, before he undertook an object 
to weigh its worth. and to understand its correctness ; 
but having adopted a resolve, he pursued it with unre- 
miting zeal. 

The morals of Washington were sound. The amuse- 
ments of youth were not unpleasant to him ; but he 
knew how to treat them as amusements—never to al. 
low them to become the business of his life. 


To one circumstance evident in the success of Wash. ; 


ngton, I desire to call your attention, my young Bre. 
thren, inan especial manner: it is worthy of your 
particular regard. 

When Washington, undertook the performance of 
any duty, he seemed to give his heart to that object, 
and never pansed to enquire whether his labours were 
seen and approved of by others. 

Mark his course throughout, and you never see him 


claiming promotion ; demanding, asa reward for what § 
he had done, higher office or greater emolument.— ,; 
From the command of the simple expedition to the ¢ 
west—through the chief command of the revoiutionary ‘ 


army—through the Presidency of the National Con- 
vention—through the Presidency of the pation itself, 
down to the renewed command of the armies under 
the elder Adams—office sought him, and became hon- 
ored by his acceptance. 

The lesson which I would derive from this fact, my 
young Brethren, in your behalf, is this. I have ob- 
served, and it has been connected with the business of 
my life to observe, that young peop!e, pursuing their 
ordinary affairs, grow impatient of the imaginary dis- 


regard of their elders ; they think that while thy are ¢ 
sacrificing amusements to business, and toiling onward > 


from sun to sun, they are considered as drudges, of 
course, and no one marks their industry and devo- 
tion. 


This is an important error, and one which I hope to ; 
There is nota youth in this city who evin- , 
ces a peculiar apitude for business in his particular ; 


correct. 


branch, and especial devotion of time to that business, 
but he is marked with care by more than one senior 
who thinks to help himself by connecting that youth 
at a Suitable time with his own concerns. 
the public sees more of these things than the 


waiting, a little longer probation, another year as 
proof that temptation can be resisted. 


I know, that my Brethren, as well as you, that nei- ; 
ther the enterprise nor the fate of Washington can be ; 
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The eye of ; 
tongue ; 
of the public tells, and nothing is wanted to ensure — 
the very aid required, and the very call to come up- ; 
ward, of which the youth is impatient, but a little more » 
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yours. J know that you all cannot lead armies, nor { mere excellence of your work, or the increase of your 


preside over nations. But I know, also, and you can 
easily comprehend that the pol tical greatness or the 
warlike success of Washington is not that which con- 
stitutes the occasion of your admiration. Ximenes, 
and Richelieus, and Estherhezys, may have compre- 
hended the secrets of political movements as well as 
Washington ; and Xerxes, and Alexander, and Cesar, 
and Napoleon, and Wellington, may have led armies 
to slaughter, or to be slaughtered, as well as the fath- 
er of our country. But the glory of the name of Wash- 
ington is in the sound integrity of his eharacter, the 
purity and excellence of his motives and the hono.- 
rable perseverance with which he pressed forward in 
his duties. These gave dignity to his labors in the 
pursuits of his early profession ; these ensured confi- 
dence when he acted for a nation; and these gave 


; should manifest an interest. 


Justre to his name when he had relinquished power.— {¢ 
And these, my Brethren, are the common inheritance | 


of the good of all ages and a)! stations; and the hum- 
blest among you may direct his conduct by motives of 


‘ integrity as pure as those of Washington ; the bum- 


blest of you may deserve,by the uprightness of your in- 
tentions, all the confidence that can be bestowed upon 
one in your situation ; and if Providence has not made 
your mind of such an exalted rank as that of Wash- 


» ington, it has not, nevertheless, denied to you the 
/ powers of making yourself respected in your situation 
‘ and business pursuits, and loved and reverenced in 


x 


* any enterprise. 


your social and domestic relations. To you are open- 
ed the avenues to respected life, and the means of at- 
taining competence and comfort ; to you are opened 
the advantages (if advantages they may be called) of 
political preferment ; and, as if to encourage you in 
Providence has also laid before you 


‘ the bright example of Washington, and made you ac) 
quainted with the straightforward path by which he 
- ascended from your position to that upon which noth- 


‘ ing less than angel can look down. 


If, in this branch of my remarks, my respected 
Brethren, you discover that | seem to have departed 
from the Masonic consideration of the subject, you 
will, | trust,bear in mind that Masonry is not intended 


, alone to make us better Masons, but, also, better men, 


I trust you all Jook forward in the high hope that your 
associations here will be advantageous and profitable 
to you elsewhere ; and that the good lessons incident 


, tothe labors of our order will impress themselves 
‘ strongly on our hearts, and evince themselves constant- 


; ly in our conduct abroad. 


SANNA 


If, then, these considera. 
tions weigh with you here, you will not find in the al. 
usion which I have made to your conduct and pros. 
perity as men, anything inconsistent with our relations 
as Masons. 


‘ your welfare here and in the world, aught inconsistent 
, with the position I occupy in the craft. and which I 


‘ seek to illustrate this evening. 


~ 
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Nay. my Brethren, be assured that those whom you 


~ 
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Nor will you discover, in my anxiety for ‘ 


numbers. Over the former it is proper for them to 
watch ; and concerning the latter, they, of course, 
But, Brethren, our pride, 
our felicitation is, that in looking down from our pe- 
destals, we find of our craftso many worthy of the 
name of Masons ; so many to whom we may point in 
the world and say—that honest man is a Brother ; and 
our solicitude is, the many young men who come 
among us may find, in the charcter and conduct of 
the craft, and especially in those of the superior 
officers, what shall commend to them the institu- 
tion which they have joined, and induce them to 
a continuance of virtue for the character of the 
Lodge. 

For these things, my Brethren, we speak ; for these 
things we come to you ; for these things we, this even- 
ing, present to your consideration the life and conduct 
of Washington; holding it up for your aproval as men, 
your boast as Masons, and your imitation as both ; 
and, using the privileges of our high stations, we urge 
you as Brethren of one common family, as sharers in 
the sacred mysteries of our ancient order, and as rep- 
resentatives abroad of the character and condition of 
the craft, to consider these monitions as intended for 
your good as men, and as proceeding from our enlarged 
sympathies with you as Masons. 

By the same rules which you are sustained, are we 


supported ; and we have a deep interest in all that ; 


concerns the humblest of you. 

Worshipful Master of this Lodge :—In congratula.- 
ting you upon the general improvement of the Lodge, 
now submitted to your care. I appeal to your sense of 
Masonic right, and your pride as an oflicer, to sustain 
the dignity of your position, in preserving the order 
of the Lodge, and maintaining the By-laws of its adop.- 
tion. To you, my respected Brethren, are submitted 
the care, and consequently the prosperity of this por- 
tion «f Masonry ; and in proportion to your zeal and 
your knowledge will be the improvement of this pac. 
ticular Lodge ; and in proportion to the interest which 
you shall manifest in the true Masonic relations of the 
members will be their attempts to make those relations 
profitable. You will strive. my Brethren, as far as in 
you lies, to prevent all unkindness and hostility of 
feeling among the members ; but if, unfortunately, of- 
fences should come, itis a part of your duty, Wor- 
shipful Brother, to endeavor to remove the occasion 
of misunderstanding, to heal the breaches between 
Brethren of one common family, and to rewaken the 
flame of brotherly love that accident or unkindness 
seems to have quenched. You will not have to labor 
in vain: the slumbering sparks of friendship will be 
found lingering yet in their own ashes, and the breath 
of a Masonic feeling willawaken them to a renewed 
flame. How beautiful is your power when thus ex- 


> ercised ; how delightful the office of making friends ; 


> and 


have placed in authority, and who stand with you this ? 


evening, have other pride than the mere adiministra- 
tion of the affairs of the Grand Lodge—other cause of 
felicitations than the authority they possess, and the 
power they may exercise. 

They have, also, higher solicitude than for the 


~* 
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how sacred the duty to discharge all these 
functions with 
tion. 
Wardens, and other Officers of this Lodge:—By 
the kindness of your Brethren, or the discrimination of 
your Master, you have commenced to ascend the lad- 
der of promotion ; and with the honors come the re- 
sponsibilities of station. When you accept authority, 


promptness, zeal, and united affec- | 
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you must exercise it; and he who is clothed with the 


¢ emblems which you wear, is marked as the servant of 


the order, liable to be called on most frequently, and 
responsible for the propriety and prosperity of the 
Lodge. Be vigilant, therefore, in your several sta- 
tions ; remember that to the full and faithful discharge 
of the duties of each, the highest as well as the 
lowest is the work of your Lodge. in times of im- 
portant labor, greatly indebted. Look upward — not 
for office, but to deserve it; and seek, above all things 
to aid the Master in the preservation or resto. 
ration of true Masonic feelings among your mem. 
bers. 

Brethren of Lodge 155:—While the Grand Lodge 
visits your Lodge this evening, to make inquisition 
astothe manner in which your officers have dis. 
charged their formal duties. she looks for much of 


her pleasure in the visitation, from your preseuce.— 


The gratification from this official ceremony is to be 
found in the excellent manner in which the labors of 


> the Lodge have been discharged, and in the appearance 
of those who constitute the Lodge. 


What has required comment in the records of pro 
ceedings. or in the proceedings themselves, has been 
noticed at the proper time, and in a kindly manner ; 
and here, if ours was a visitation of ceremony only, 
we should have closed our evening’s communion ; but 
the Grand Lodge, my Brethren, hax an interest in you, 
also. She is concerned in the Masonic conduct of 
every member of this Lodge, and makes it a part of 
her duty to refer to that conduct, in a way which 
shall promote the advantages of the craft through you, 
in your Masonic relations. 

If it is the prerogative of the Master to direct, it is 
your duty to yield compliance ; and that will be mani- 
fested in your attendance at the stated labors of the 
Lodge, in your ready and cheerful compliance with 
the rules and landmarks and your general anxiety to 
promote the honor of the craft by the prosperity of the 
Lodge. Donot suffer yourself to be influenced by the 
unmasonic argument, that, because you are not an 
officer, your attendance 1s not required at the Lodge. 
How strange is such an idea! how remarkably in- 
applicable would it be deemed in a military body! 
and what is there in ours less requisite ? what is the 
Master to preside over, if the members are absent ? 
and how shall members be proposed for office without 
attendance to require a knowledge of duties? Buz 
still more, my Brethren : how shall Masons «acquire 
that personaldinowledge of each other, that intimacy 
which is necessary to Masonic usefulness, without 
frequent intercourse? and where, my Brethren, can 
that intercourse be so favorably enjoyed? or where 
be made so profitable as in the duties and pleasures, 
the labors and the refreshments of the Lodge? Be 


¢ attentive—be punctual: and let the inquiry be, how 
shall one be selected for office from among so many 


fully prepared, rather than how shall one be found 
prepared among so many. 

Brethren .—One great and Jeading feature in the 
mind of Washington was order; and that  princi- 
ple pervaded ail his relations with mankind, and al! 
domestic arrangements ; and no men are better able 


to understand the excellence of that distinguished 
’ 


ro] 


“AMERICAN MASONIC REGISTER. — 





virtue than Masons. You see it here; you see it in 
your private Lodges ; you see it in the solemn convo- 
cation of the Grand Lodge; not enforced by arbi- 
trary rules ; not induced by apprehensions of fines ; 
not perpetuated by the painful reiteration of com- 
mands ; but sustained by the character of our rela- 
tions. preserved by the self-respect of members, and 
made beautiful by the pleasure which it imparts to 
all 

Not to the Master of this Lodge have I thought it 
my duty to address my advice on this subject. It is 
his duty to see that order is preserved. But, my re- 
spected Brethren, it is yoursto preserve it. Each 


individual of you should feel that upon his conduct » 


alone may rest the character and prosperity of his 
Lodge ; each should come prepared to show a contin. 


ual desire for that beautiful order which is peculial ; 


to us: not to await the enforcement of a command, 


but to present the example of order and propriety ° 
which is contemplated so often and so gratilying ; 


from this elevated pedestal. 


Letit be our enjoyment 


atall times; let it be a certain pleasure which we 


shall bequeath to our successors, that not only is the 
spirit of true order abiding within us, but it is mani- 
fest in a spirit to preserve it unimpaired. 

The great duty of Masons, which I have not failed 


~ 


to enforce upon the craft, whenever suitable occasions ; 
presented, must not be forgotten on this occasion.— } 


I must not leave unperformed my duty, by ne- 


glecting to remind you of the obligations of charity > 


under which you rest ; 


charity, which, from a lové 3 


of the true principles of the craft, shall move you } 
to aid the distressed, to minister to the wants of the ; 
afflicted ; to bind up the broken heart ; to wipe away » 
the tears of the fatherless; and cause the widow’s 


heart to leap for joy. 


These are obligations of im- > 


perative force, distinctly made known, and largely ‘ 


acknowledged. 


Sut beyond these is the high cbliga. ; 


tion to the household of faith; the solemn duty to > 
mitigate the spirit of unkiandness that may find en. } 


trance in the heart of a Brother, and to lead him } 


back to the exercise of kindly and enlarged Masonic ° 


benevolence. 


No Mason should do a Brother wrong :—that is an ° 


admitted apothegm ; and hence we find a double bit 
terness in the antipathy of a Mason, from an ap- 
prehension that he has suffered injury at a Brother’s 
hand. Alas! the evil 


spirit that broods over the ¢ 


injury, real or imaginary viclates the laws of Ma- > 
sonic charity almost as much as does that which ; 


meditates the wrong against another ; and while it 
nourishes the remembrance of the unkindness, it 
brings forth a host of evil passions that disturb the 
bosom, and drive thence the quiet spirit of brotherly 
love. 

Let us hope, that the tendency of our frequent com- 
munications will be to chasten our passions, to promote 
a spirit of forbearance, and to encourage a_ habit of 
forgivness, so that our Lodges shall become the home 
ot Heavenly charity, the dwelling place of the heart’s 
best affections. 

Brethren, by the considerations in which we have 
indulged this evening, we set up a new waymark no 
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our course ;—we give special consideration to the vir" 
tnes of one whose excellence is a theme for uni- 
versal praise: and, on making special allusion to 
Washington in our Masonic assemblies, we imply not 
- only a recognition of our confraternal relations with 
that great man, but also a determination to al- 
low of no circumstance that shall make our craft 
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delightful of the high, solemn duties of my elevated $ 


office, to encourage you to virtue, and to brotherly 


» love, and to solicit from the great Architect of Heaven 
» and Earth, the framer of your bodies and the maker 
, of your souls, that upon you all, and upon us, he wil] 


command his choicest blessings, even life for ever- 


» more. 


less worthy of recording his name upon the rolls of ; 


Let us, then at all times, so conduct ourselves and ; 


our Lodges, that could that sainted one revisit earth, ° 


he should have no occasion to regret that his name ; 


‘and his influence were given to us. Let the 


~~ 


and let the solemnities of this visitations be made 
profitable in our resolves, that henceforth we will bear 
’ ourselves towards each other, and towards the 
; world, as men who claim Washington as their Bro- 
ther. 


at a solemn convocation of Freemasons, eulogy on 
any form of government would be most inopportune. 
Yet, as men, and as Masons, we may all be supposed 
‘to cherish a peculiar regard for that form which 
} seem to allow of the greatest liberty, and to pro- 
‘ mote the greatest happiness of mankind ; and hence, 
‘ on this occasion even, we shall be excused, if, 
‘> taking advantage of popular feeling for popular 
rights, we solicitate each other on the fact, that 
‘ Masons have had a share in producing a form Of gov- 
‘ ernment wherein human happiness is most extensively 
‘ cherished. 

Of all the republics of the earth, two only seem to 
‘ remain — at least ina settled form. The one, that 
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‘ this address, of San Marino, on a mountain of Italy, 
/ with its seven thousand inhabitants ; and the other, 
‘ our own blessed land, with its seventeen millions.— 
These two republics, the refuge of civil and politi- 
eal liberty, were founded by Masons. Murino, who, 
’ fourteen hundred years ago, ascended the mountain 
‘and laid the corner stone of the city and the Re. 


~~ 


« Mason. 


» called the founder, was atleast the chief architect, the 
‘ Grand Master spirit of those who labored in its erec. 
’ tion and completion—he, too. was a Freemason, proud 
, of his position, and glorying in his designation. The 
epaulets which distinguished his rank as a military 
commander,were by him not more cherished than that 
* apron which he once wore, and which decorates the 
6 rear of this aleove ; and he was never happier than 
’ when sinking all titles that he so much horored, he 
assumed the name of Brother, which he made so 
illustrious, 


fase 


memorials of his participation in, and approval of « 
our mysteries, remind us of our obligations to virtue ; | 
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I am conscious, my Brethren, as you all are, that ° 


eer 
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$“nize each other as Brethren. 


> night 
ittle republic to which I allude in the early part of ° 
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THE FREEMASON’S LEXICON, 

Erd and Himmelskugeln. 
Globes.—When a Freemason views those globes he 
is reminded of the universality of the Craft, and of its 
power of producing an effect upon every inhabitant 
of the earth ; he is also reminded that it is his duty 
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Terrestial and Celestia! ° 


to study the nature of this earth, and in all his : 


thoughts, words, and deeds humble to strive to pro- 


mote the honor and glory of the Great Architect of ° 


Heavenand Earth, and of all things therein and there- 
on contained. 

Erkennungszeichen oder Zeichen Wort and Griff. 
Recognition, Sign or Signs, Word, and Grip.—Wher- 
ever Brethren meet, in whatever part of the world it 
may be, whether they can understand each others 
language or not, if it be by day or by night. if one be 
deaf and the other dumb, they can nevertheless recog- 
In this respect the re- 
cognition signs are a universal language, and they 
are communicated to every Mason at his initiation, 
signs and grips can be given so cautiously that it is 
not possible to perceive them if they are surrounded 
by thousands who have not been initiated. To give 
the word is somewhat more difficult. By the grip we 
may make ourselves known to the blind, by the Sign 
unto the deaf, and by the word and grip by day or by 
Each degree has its sign, word, and grip as 
in many cases itis not sufficient to make ourselves 
generally known as Freemasons. The Brethren 
ought to be cautious with the signs. and it is very 
foolish to make use ol them in mixed society to discov- 
er if there are Masons in the company. An old expe- 
rienced Mason never returns the sign toan unknown 


www ow oe 


> person except the unknown is placed ina situation of ° 


; : : difficulty or danger. 
public that bears his name, was a true and practical ° 


Erkentnisstufen oder Enghund. Recognised De- 


grees, or Close United.—This is an historical account 
And the father of our country, if he may not be ¢ 


upon, and has been introluced into various Lodges, 


, partly by initiation. 
> also introduced it into the Grand Lodge,at Hamburgh, 
> without any initiation, and itis still given there by 


> 
> 


Live, beloved Brethren of this Lodge, in thecon. > 


templation and imitation of the virtue of the great and 
, good of our order. Find in your own experience, how 
, goodly and how pleasantly a thing it is for Brethren 
to dwell together in unity. 
Called in providence to watch over your good, and 
t0 rejoice in your prosperity, I find it one of the most 


ce 
> 


ann 


of all the different systems and degrees whie! have 
been introduced into various Lodges, as well those 
which are now extinct as those which are yet acted 


which only work in the three first degrees. In the 
year 1797, Bro. Fess!er introduced it into the Royal 
York Grand Lodge, at Berlin. partly ina lecture and 
The deceased Bro. Schreeder 


the Grand Lodge itself. 


Esperancier Logen oder, Oorder der Esperance.— 


Hope Lodges, or Order of|Hope.—A'French Order for 
females. This sort of lodges must have existed about 
the year 1780, and were, probably, nothing more 
than the Lodges of Adoption of the present time.— 
Some Esperancier Lodges had obtained a footing a- 
bout that time in Brunswick and Gottingen. Not 
merely females but males also were initiated in them, 
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but no woman could be accepted but those whose hus- 
bands were Freemasons. A woman was there (so 
called) Grand Mistress, and they only wrought in 
two degrees. All was was done by them with the 
number five. A Mason of the higher degrees could 
obtain admittance into these Lodges without initia- 
tion. 

Essaer Essences..—Amongst the Jews in Judea and 
Syria, some centuries both before and after the birth 
of Christ, it is well known that there were three dis- 


‘ tinct sects—Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essences.— 
‘ This third was the oldest sect, and they were now 


$ and then called Therapeutics. 


‘ other sects. 


« their name is derives. 
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The Essences laudably 
distinguished themselves in many respects from the 
other two sects, inasmuch as they were less numerous, 
and preceed on their way peaceably, noiselessly. and 
without ostentation, or forcible atteinpts at prosely- 
tism ; for which they were much less known than the 
They employed themselves principally 
in the study of Botany and Medicine, from whence 
They had their chiefs and el- 
ders, distinguishing signs of their Order, a peculiar 
clothing for the same, different degree for their disci- 
ples, as also certain secret doctrines, and regular se- 
cret assemblies. 


They lived in various parts of Syria and Palestine,and 
according to the numbers residingin one neighborhood, 
they formed one or more societies, as was most con- 
venient for themselves, and they earned their support 
by the business they had been taught. In their gen- 
ral habits and manners they had adopted many max- 
ims from Pythagoras. 
things, that the Godhead had reserved to himself the 
government of the universe, but, at the sametime had 
given man the power to act according to the dictates 
of his own free-wil! ; yet, they attributed to the spir- 
its a certain influence upon mankind. They taught, 
further, that the soul of man was parted from the body 
at the time of his death—that it was immortal, inas- 
much as, that it returned in the most subtile air, from 
which it was formed in the body ; and that this im. 
mortality was accompanied with reward or punishment 
as they had live! a mora! or vicious life. Fidelity to 
their princes or rulers, lawful order, adherence unto 
truth, virtue, sobriety, humility, and strict secresy, 
were the chief principles of their code of action. To 
the punctual performance of those and other similar 


duties, viz., the strictest maintenance of the secrets of ; 


their society ; of justice and of humanity every one 
pledged himself when he was admitted a member, by 
a most solemn oath. It was only by being of mature 
age, and going through a three years’ probation, du- 
ring which they were obliged to lead a temperate, 
chaste, moral, virtuous, and, in many respects, a se- 
verely self-mortified lite, that they were enabled 10 
gain admission into the order, when they received a 
white dress or apron and a small hatchet (dolabella), 
asthesignsoftheiradmission. For the violation of the 
laws and rules of the Order, as also upon showing a 
want of due respect or reverence towards their law. 
givers and chiefs, they had very severe punishments, 
which in some cases amounted to death, in others ex- 
pulsion from society. The sure hope in the immor- 
tality of the soul, and in a future state of reward or of 
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punishment, gave them courage to fulfil their duties, 
and to despise every danger, even the most cruel death 
itseif, rather than violate the rules of the Society, or 
discover any of its secrets to the uninitated. One 
common fund was formed out of all they possessed at 
their meetings, to which fund every member had an 
equal right and which was superintended by a few ' 
of the members. This fund. as well as the fruits of / 
their industry and skill, was applied principally in acts ° 
of benevolence and humanity to the sick and the poor, 
as the temperate and retired mode of life they them. 
selves led, made their own wants very few. When ; 
travelling they were always welcome to the houses of » 
the members of the society. and were sure of a kind « 
reception and hospitable attention as long as they chose ‘ 
to remain, in fact it was only in cases of the greatest 
distress that they were allowed to accept of either 
meat or drink, except from the members of their own 
Order. Their professions or trades were various ; 
some practised medicine, others were agriculturalists : 
others again housekeeping, or making articles neces- 

sary in housekeeping and 


~~ 


could compel them to go to war themselves or make 
instruments of war for others. 
various professions every one was sent to his duty af- 
ter he had gone through the regular prayers each mor- 
ning : but before sun rise, or the due celebration of 
morning prayer, no one was allowed to speak of - 
worldly things, or undertake any kind of manwal Ja- 
bour. Atmidnight they assembled together, after they 
had bathed and put on the peculiar clothing of the 
Order, and in silence partook of a plain but wholesome 
meal, of which no one was allowed to taste until after 
the priest had invoke a blessing from Almighty God 
upon the food they were about to receive ; in this, as 
well as in all their other assemblies, no one was al- 
lowed to speak but in his turn and with the permission 
of the elders. After they had laid by the clothing of 
the Order they returned to their various occupat'cns, 
until the close of the evening summoned them again 
to the common table. They hallowed the Sabbath day 
more than any other of the Jewish sects, diligently - 
preparing themselves according to the Jewish custom, 
the evening before, and spending it assembled in their 
synogogues. where they sat in order according to their 
initiation, and inculeated inoratity, and explained by 
the means of parables passages taken from the sacred 
writings. As they believed they could only make 
themselves acceptable to the God-head -by virtue 
and good actions, and not by burnt offerings and sac- ° 
rifices, they did not give offerings as the other Jews ’ 
did, but occasionally sent gifts unto the temple. ‘They ° 
lived generally a single life, because they believed there ° 
were no women who were true ; and if any portion of { 
them took wives it was principally with a view to 
having children, and with the same object the un- 
married adopted the children of strangers an! orphans. 
Without the knowledge and consent of their chiefs or 
elders, towards whom they always paid the greatest 
respect, nothing of any consequence could be under- 
taken, and a permission once given was as sacred and , 
unalterable as if it had been confirmed by the most 
solemn oaths, for this reason they, were obliged to go » 
with the greatest care and attention, and never came » 
to a determination of any importance unless at leas; 
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one hundred of them were assembled to debate the mat 
ter, and come to a unanimous conclusion. This class 
of the Essences which were called practical or active. 
was distinguished from another class, which was called 
theoretical, or because their lives were spent in relig- 
ious meditation, also contemplative Essences. Those 
lived principally in Egypt, divided into various soBie- 
ties, secluded from the world, and for the most part 
from each other in solitary hermitages or Jonely huts, 
were they remained shut up six days in every week, 
and employed themselves in reflecting upon the wis- 
dom of God, and in allegorical explanations of the mys. 
teries of the sacred volume, after they had every mor. 
ning, by prayer, prepared themselves for heaven'y in- 


; struction, their wants being supplied by the younger 


’ Water. 


» quently happened, bid adieu to all the joys of social, | 
« civil domestic, or married life. 


Brethren denying themselves all the comforts and con- 
veniences of life, it was not until late in the evening, 
and after repeated prayer, that they thought of satis- 
fying the wants of the body. They appropriated the 
seventh day of the week, which they considered to be 


particularly holy to recreation and refreshment. and to 5 
a general as-:embly, for which purpose every society ‘ 
As they considered wine, flesh, and : 


had its own hall. 
other strengthening food to be hurtful, and the mieans 


food consisted principally of bread, salt. hysop. and 


with the world. and joined their society, which fre. 


‘ were found among them were commonly unmarried 


both men and women assembled in a large hall, but in . 
’ such a manner that the men sat in rows on the right 


On the seventh day of the seventh week af. 
ter Easter, which they celebrated as a grand festival, 


+ hand, and the women on the left, at the meal, which 


‘ food and drink ; the young served the old, and no one ¢ 
The day was principally spent | 
* in religious discourse, allegorical explanations of the < 


‘ was allowed to speak. 


Was not distinguished by any thing but their ordinary 


* sacred writings. and spiritual songs. 


Etruskische Mysterien. Etruscan Mysteries.—The « 


Etruseans, Etrurians, called also Hetrurians, dwelt in 


Upper and Middle Italy, were a remarkable nation, : 


‘ and subjected to the Roman yoke about 400 years be. 


* fore the birth of Christ. 


* they celebrated the festivals in honor of their gods 
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gave them very early the reputation of a religious peo. 
ple. To this were also added secret initiation, 
which were customary amongst them, and which they 
had adopted from Egyptand Greece. The principal of 
these was the well known Bacchanalian games or se- 
crets of Bacchus. Those continued under the govern- 
ment of the Romans ; but in order to put an end tothe 
nocturnal irregularities occasioned by them they were 
entirely prohibited about 185 years before the birth of 
Christ. 

Fanalismus oder ein Fanatiker. Fanatickisin or a 
Fanatic dare not be permitted, among Freemasons.— 
We should unanimonsly strive to obtain that object 


for which the rules of the Order so powerfully work, ‘ 


$ 
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Those who were disappointed in, or disgusted | 


The few women who ‘ 


The skill of their artists, - 
from which we have derived the Etruscan taste, es- ‘ 
pecially in vases, &c., &c., caused them to be a cele. | 
brated people, and the extraordinary pomp with which ° 
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and thus there can be no disputes or peresecutions a- 
mong us for diversity of opinion. Every Freemason 
prays to God in the way his religion teaches him, and 
he is encouraged so to do in the Lodge. If we did not 
allow the wild dreams of imagination, or the still wild- 
er ones of superstition, to have any effect upon our 
ideas of God and of godly things, all persecution for 
difference of religious opinions would fall of themselves. 
Of fanaticism of whole Lodges against each other for 
a difference in their rituals and systems there were 
formerly too many traces, but they have happily for 
many years entirely ceased. Religious fanaticism 
cannot have any place ina Freemasons’ Lodge, for the 
members of every sect of the Christian Church have an 
equal right inthe Order. Ifa Roman Catholic is at 
the head of the Lodge to-day, anda Lutherian ora 
member of the Reformed Church to-morrow, it is 
scarcely remarked by the Brethren. 

Faust Johan, John Faust.—As in this work the 
Exorcists have obtained a place, every one will look 
for the name of Dr. Faust, or Faustus. Who has not 
heard of his compact with the Deviland of his hellish 
power? This book really existed, is not scarce. and 


» even in 1802 a new edition appeared at Leipzig, and 
of awakening in man all his vicious propensities, their | 


only cost eighteen-pence. We may boldly take this 
book in hand and read it through, either back or for- 
ward, and neither Ghost nor Devil will appear. In 
the editions there are certain characters and figures 
without either sense or meaning, and certain explana. 
tions and proverbs from the Scriptures. This work, 


‘ and the history of his selling himself to the Devil, is 
« and old. and in all their assemblies were parted from 
‘ the men. 


said to have been written by a professor of the black 
art, Dr. John Faustus. who should have lived in the 
commencement of the sixteenth century. According 
to this book he was the son of a farmer in Swabia, 
studied theology in Whitenburg, and devoted himself 
to the study of medicine, astrology, and magic. After 
he had spent a great fortune he inherted from an un. 
cle, he made his compact with the Devil, who took 
him away twenty-four years afterwards. There are 
no proofs that such a person ever existed ,and much less 
of the fabulous exorcism. But a real John Faust 
lived about a century before. who was a rich gold. 
smith in Maintz; he went into partnership, in 
1449, with the discovery of the art of printing, John 
Guttenberg, gave his fortune to this new art, and was 
a printer himself. We have yet bibles extant with 
his name as printer, and this Faust is still considered 
asa celebrated man. 

Fessler Ignatz Aurelius. Ignatius Aurelius Fessler. 
—A man who, by his misfortunes, by his literary la- 
bours, and by the important services he rendered to 
Freemasonry, is deservedly celebrated among the 
Brethren. He was borne in July, 1756, at Ezorndorf, 
in Lower Hungary, In 1773 was a Capucin monk, 
under the name Innocentius, at Modeling, and as such 
was sent to Vienna, in 1781. He left the Capucin Or- 
der here, and was made a doctor in theology, and sent 
by Joseph II. to Lemberg, as ordinary professor of 
the oriental languages and Hermeneutie. Inthe same 
year on the Ist of May, he was initiated in the Phaenix 
Lodge, at the Round Table, in Lemberg. In Lem. 
berg he wrote and published the tragedy Sidney, and 
was persecuted for so doing by his co-religionists; fled,in 
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188, to Silesia, where the Erb Prince, Von Carolath, ap- 
pointed him tutor to his children. 
wrote many of his entertaining works, as Mark Aurel, 
Auristides, Themistocles, Matthias Corvinus, Attila, 
&e., &c. In the year 1791 he embraced the Lutherian 
religion, married in 1792 ; he founded an institution for 
education, in 1796, at Berlin. 
he joined the Lodge Royal York, at Berlin, from which 
Grand Lodge he received a commission to revise a ritu- 
al. His valuable labour, completed with knowledge 
and taste, was introduced in December, 1726, from 
whence the name of Fesselerian system is derived.— 
He had also the greatest share in drawing up the con- 
stitution book of this Grand Lodge. He continued a 
member of the Lodge until 1802, and was Deputy 
Grand Master from 1797 until 1802; lived in Berlin 
until 1803, when he retired to his estate, Kleinwall, 
near Berlin, until 1806, when the French entirely ruin- 
ed him by quartering themselves upon him, so that he 


At this time he | 


On the 2nd June, 1796, . 
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publicly in the bazaars. But notwithstanding all this, 


we find among Frenchmen a fervent attachment to the » 


Order, and a priseworthy Brotherly love towards 
each other. 
may, will find Brethren in France, who are at all 
times ready to give him a most fraternal reception.— 
Tflere are many adoptions, or female Lodges in 
France. 


GRAND LODGE OF MARYLAND. 

We have been favored by Bro. Robinson, Grand 
Secretary of the G. L. of Maryland, with a copy of 
the proceedings of that annual communication, held 
in November last. The R. W. brother, will accept 
our thanks, for this and several other attentive favors, 


> from his hand. 


gladly accepted a call into Russia, where he resides ° 


at present in Sarepta, upon the Wolsk. In Silesia he 
wished to help to found the society of the Evergeter, 
but it did not flourish. He wrote a great deal for the 
Lodges, particularly a complete history of Freemason. 
ry and the Masonic Brotherhood from the earliest ages 
until 1802, of which he allowed copies to be sold by 
Bro. Gerlach, publisher in Freiberge, in four vol- 
umes, folio, for $120, about £18, but only to Lodges 
or to very prudent Brethren. His work printed by Bro 
Gerlach, in three volumes, of which the second and 


The Communication appears to have been an ex- 
tremely interesting one, embracing a large variety of 
matters connected with the general interest of the 
craft. We have only room in this No. for the Grand 
Master’s Address, and the very able Report of the 
committee on the ‘‘ Beneficiary System,” now being 
introduced, or rather revived. in a large number of 
the Lodges throughout the land. The report is 
drawn up with much ability, and will be read with 
attention. We dissent with the committee in several 


° of the conclusions they have arrived at, in their oppo- 


sition to the ‘*‘ system” in the general, although in 


> the particular case, which appears to have called out 


third consist principally of his six years labours in the ° 


Grand Lodge, Royal York. 

Frankreich. France.— Freemasonry was intro- 
duced into France about the year 1660 by the English 
and Scotch, yet we may truly say that it was when 
it was brought back from France that it first began to 
spread over England, while it nearly disappeared in 
France altogether. [nthe year 1825 England again 
planted it here, for in that year three Englishmen 
founded a Lodge in Paris, which very soon adopted 
the name of the Grand English Lodge of France. In 
1737, Louis XV. closed all the Lodges in France, 
and declared that it wasa crime to have any inter- 
course with Freemasons, After the year 1740, and 
particularly during the seven years war, the French 
army spread Freemasonry very much in Germany. In 
62 the Grand Lodge in Paris was again broken up,butin 
1772 we find all the Lodges again in full activity ; 
and they continued so until the commencement of the 
Revolution in 1789, when all the Lodges closed the 
selves, and left the Jacobins and other disturbers of 
the public peace to go to their own way. When the 
storm was over in 1799,a Grand Orient was again 
found at Paris, and since that time Freemasonry has 
extended itself most extraordinarily in France ; no 
only {he large cities but even middle-sized, nay, ome 
small towns have Lodges in them, as there also is in 
nearly every French regiment. 


m- 


In the year 1812 there 


were not less than 1,089 Lodges and Chapters. But 


it is a great pity that in France Freemasonry, is for 
the most part, considered as a thing to be practised 
only in the Lodge. The degrees have been increased 
to thirty-six, and it is nearly made a trade to com- 


municate them. The clothing and jewels are sold : 


> tem,” when we shall endeavor to show, that itis not . 


the report, they may have been correct. At some 
future time we intend to say something on this ‘ sys- 


> only not an innovation of ancient usages, but is in 
accordance With the practices of the craft a hundred 


years ago. 
ADDRESS OF THE M. E. CHARLES GILMAN, G. M. 


3RETHREN :—It is the acknowledged duty of all men, 


> at all times, to render thanks to the Supreme Disposer 
’ of events for such blessings as He in His wisdom may 


» ty to raise our hearts and voices in thanksgiving to ’ 


vouchsafe to bestow upon them, and humbly to sub- 
mit to the withholding of such as may to them seem 
desirable. But more especially is it our bounden du- 


° Him for His great goodness in placing us ina coun- 


try, and under laws which afford protection to the 
Institution to which we velong from that tyranical op- 
pression which in some other lands paralyzes its ef: 
forts, and crushes all its benenevolent influences.— 
And although lawless combinations of designing men 
may hinder it, and asperse its character for a time, 
yet patience and a dignified forbearance ultimately 
will reap a rich reward, 

Since we last assembled in this Hall to transact the 


ordinary busines of the Grand Lodge, death has ap- 


peared within our portals, and has taken from our ° 
numbers one who, for many years, had been a most 
zealous and active Mason,—one whose familiar fea- 
tures will long remain deeply engraven upon memo. 
ry’s tablet, and whose correct and upright course 
has made a lasting impression upon our hearts.— : 


; Christian Gotlieb Peters, the Grand Treasurer of this ; 


Grand Lodge, has been withdrawn from his earthly ; 
labors, to reap, as we trust, the reward of a virtuous ? 


# 
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A traveller, let him be of what nation he > 
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and upright course here. in another and a better 
world. His now vacant seat but too painfully reminds 
us of his former punctuality at his post, vigilant, and 
ever active in the faithful performance of his duties. 
The subject has, however, been once before you ; and 
the fitting things have been said and done to testify 
our respect for his memory, and our sympathy with 
the bereaved family. 

On the 12th of June last I granted a Dispensation to 
sundry Master Masons residing in and near the town 
of Trappe, in Talbot county to open, and hold a Lodge 
of Master Masons, in that place by the name of Burns 
Lodge, No. 87. I have been informed that it has since 
been organized: and that it has made return of its 
doings, and asks for a perpetual Charter. In pursu- 
ance of authority given me at the last session, I loaned 
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orphan child. 
By the new constitution, adopted at the last session, 
the time for the annual meeting, and for the election 


' of Grand Officers, is changed trom May to November ; 


consequently the term of our present Grand Officers 
terminates with the present session, and an election 
should be held to fill their places. 

The National Masonic Convention, which was con- 
vened in this city in 1843, recommended that another 


' convention, for a similar purpose, be held in Win- 


> 


« 


to this Lodge a set of Jewels formerly belonging to : 


Coats Lodge. 

On the 10th day of September last. complaint was 
made to me by two of the Grand Inspectors,that Amica- 
ble Lodge, No. 25, had repeatedly violated the Cor- 
stitution of this Grand Lodge. and the rules and usze- 
ges of the Order. Whereupon I deemed it my duty to 
demand a surrender of its Charter and books of pro 
ceedings. And upon an inspection of the latter, I 
found evidence of their irregular and unmasonic 
course, as to induce me to submit the whole matter 
to the Grand Stewards’ Lodge for such action as the 
case might require. 
the specific charges against said Lodge, I would refer 
you to my communication to the Grand Stewards’ 
Lodge upon this subject, and to the papers and doer. 
ments therewith transmitted. The subsequent acts 
and movements of some of the members of said Lodge 
have shown that its interests are in the hands of men 
unfit in temper and prudence to have charge of the 
portals of the Masonic edifice. I respectfully invoke 
your careful and dispassionate investigation of this 
case, and a definite action therein. It 1s one which 
may become a precedent in future time for good or 
for evil to the Institution. For geod,—if by your 
firmness you show a determination to support your 
own Constitution, and the customs and usages of a- 
ges ; for evil,—if through mistaken kindness, and an 


Fora more detailed account of > 


~ 


— 


< 


aw 


we 


unwillingness to offend, you allow the principles of : 


the Institution to be prostrated by men whose wiful. 


ness and obstinacy are alone the rule and guide fcr | 


their conduct. 

Our finances are ina very satisfactory condition.— 
It will be found that in addition to the payment of 
the current expenses, there has been redeemed $300 
worth of the stock debt within the last six months: 


and still there will be tound between $900 and 1000 of ¢ 


available funds, over and above the amount of money | 


which may be paid in by subordinate Lodges at this 
session. 

In my communication at the opening of the last ses- 
sion, I took occasion to ask your attention to the es- 
tablishment of a fund for the relief of the indigent 
widows and orphans of Masons , and a resolution 
Wis passed appointing a committee to devise and ar- 
range a scheme for carrying out the suggestion. This 
committee have attended to the duty so assigned them ; 
and will submit their action, as upon its success will 

_ qepend the comfort of many a destitute widow and 
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chester. in the State of Virginia, on the second Mon- 
day in May 1846 ; which recommendation afterwards 
metthe approbation of this Grand Lodge. At the 
last session, however, you resolved that it is expedi- 
ent that a General Grand Lodge for the United States 
be formed, and ask the concurrence of sufficient op- 
portunity to ascertain with what favor the proposition 
may be met by other Grand Lodges. In the mean. 
time, it seems to me proper that you should appoint 
a delegate to the proposed Convention, to repair to 
the place of meeting,—provided there should be found 
evidence suflicient to induce the belief that a suffi- 
cient number of Grand Lodges had appointed dele. 
gates to form the Convention. 

It affords me great pleasure to say, that the insti- 
tution in this State, as well as elsewhere, is in a most 
prosperous and healthy condition ; and although there 
may be found, here and there, an untoward event 
that may for a time mar its harmony, yet this should 
but serve to admonish us to greater watchfulness in 
the faithful performance of our respective duties.— 
There needs no better evidence of the light in which 
the institution is held in this State, than the fact that 
many of the Lodges have been very fully employed, 
for the last several months, in initiating and advancing 
candidates for its honors. In these our days of pros- 
perity, however, it becomes us to be exceedingly care. 
that the spirit of the age,—I mean that love of novel. 
ty. and disposition for change, which seems to pervade 
all political and religious communities, be allowed to 
obtain no footing amongst us. We claim that specu- 
lative Freemasonry is susceptible of no change,—that 
itis, inand of itself, a beautiful systematic whole ; 
and any change in its principles, or the objects it had 
in view, and for which it was at first organized, sub. 
verts the whole fabric, and makes it another matter 
For these reason we seek no alliance with 
other enter into no combinations 
with others to effect uny object whatever, however 
good and praiseworty that objectmay be. So, my 
brethren, let us ever remain the same ancient, free, 
and unshackeled institution, unchanged and unchange- 


instiutions. We 


able. : 
CHARLES GILMAN, 
Battrrmore, November 17th, 1845. 


Tue Bexericrany System. 

The spetial committee appointed last evening on the 
3y-Laws of King David’s Lodge, No. 68, made the 
following report which was read : 

The committee to whom was referred the resolu- 
tion respecting the By-Laws of King David’s Lodge, 
No, 68, submit the following Report: 

The question involved in the resolution, before them 
is, whether certain portions of the By-Laws of the 
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Lodge named, are, in their provisions and import, con- 
trary to the fundamental and unchangeable laws of 
the Masonic Order. The committee have approached 
the question with that anxious care which its intrin- 
sic importance, and their obligations of fraternal re- 
gard to the higly respectable and worthy brethren of 
the Lodge interested, seemed to demand, and a> a 
majority of them had, before their appointment to 
the duty assigned them, no knowledge of the case, 
they believe they have acted under an impartial pur- 
pose to arrive at a correct result. They have looked 
at the subject as a matter affecting the polity not of 
one Lodge but of all Lodges : and in the conclusions 
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olated conscience can ever sever. 


ae 
€ 


4 
: 
each Mason, to every other worthy Mason on the globe, ° 
by ties which nothing but the tormenting fire of a vi- 


? 


Faith in God our ; 


_ Redeemer. Hope. through His merciful provisions of ‘ 


to which, after a full and careful examination of ‘ 


the whole case, they have arrived, they unanimously 


concur. 
The Masonic Institution is the embodiment of cer- 


tain truths, calculated, in the knowledge of them to — 


improve the intellects and purify the hearts, and ‘of 
certainlaws designed to regulate the conduct of inen. 
These truths and laws are, not the result of ex- 


pediency, or convenience, or accident ; but they orig- | 


inated in the nature of man’s relation to his Creator, 


and to his fellow men, and are beyond the control of ; 
human authority. The existence and Providential « 
Government of Jehovah, the Divinity of the Holy | 
Bible, and the relations of the members of the human - 
family to each other, are truths eternal in their nature ; ‘ 


the obligations of men to obey the moral law, to be 
good citizens of the country in which they live, and 
to practice charity, are laws unchangeable and per- 
petual in their character. To these truths, every 


NAAAAAAAL 


Mason assents, and by these laws he agrees to be ? 
governed, upon the very threshold of his Masonic life ; | 


and to impair these truths, or modify, these laws. is 
beyond the reach of any Mason, or body of Masons. 
The existence of the principles of Masonry was, of 


course, anterior to the organization of any Masonic ‘ : ie 
; the purpose of charity, upon the broad principles of 


» Universal Masonry. 


body. It was to inculcate the truths, and enforce the 


laws of Masonry, that the institution assumed an or. | 
ganized form ; and it now exists as a body of men, | 


united upon one common platform, of well set- 
tled principles, and bound by one common code of 


fundamental laws ; and these principles and laws are $ 


written out upon the hearts and consciences of every ‘ 


true Mason. 
Order is, its universality. The fraternity, for the 


One of the fundamental principles of the ; 


sake of convenience, are divided into an indefinite - 
number of Lodges, but in spirit, in design, in Masonic § 


duties, and Masonic rights, the society is one, undi- ; . .. ; ‘ 
‘ in distrees and want, is neceesarily an encroachment 


vided and undivisible. 


As the work of the 153,300 men employed in the ° 


building of the Temple, though divided into nume- 


rous companies, under the direction of 3,3000 over- ‘ 
seers, was in its divisions, but parts of one grand ° 


building, so are the members of the Masonic Frater- 


nity. scattered overy the globe, in every country and ‘ 
every clime, and gathered into numerous little assem- ‘ 


blies, governed, each by its own master, parts of one 
Grand Institution, which in its charity and regard for 
truth,knows no bounds. Love to God and love to man 


are the two pillars, standing in bold relief on each side ; 


of the door of our Moral Temple. In our social char- 
acter, as an organized body of men, we are bound, 
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love, in immortality, and Charity, embracing in its 


broad folds, not only every brother, but his wife and ° 
children, are the three principal rounds in that ladder } 
of Divine assistance which the Supreme Architect of é 
the universe has, in mercy, provided for our ascent, § 
of the difficult Hill of life, to the Celestial Lodge on ° 


its summit. Butofthese rounds, that, with which 


we are the most concerned, as Masons, is Charity.— © 


The funds of every Masonic Lodge on earth, are so- 
lemnly consecrated to the objects of charity ; and an 


unreasonable appropriation of one dollar, after the ° 
payment of the apropriate, incidental and ordinary ° 


expenses, and just debts of the society, is a sacrile- 
gious desecration of the rights of distressed brethren 
and suffering widows and orphans. Having arrived 


renee 


at the truth of these general positions, the Committee ‘ 


conceive themselves to have prepared the way for ar- 
riving ata correct decision of the question before them, 
They lay down four propositions, to the truth of each 
of which, they suppose, every inteligent and pure 
minded Mason will subscribe. 


1. The obligation of Masonic charity, both as re. ° 
spects individual Masons and particular !.odges, exe > 
tends to every distressed worthy subject, without any ° 
regard to localities, and without any other limit than ’ 


the ability of the party—so thata brother from Switz- 


erland, Bengal, or Hayti, has as high demands upon 
the fraternity in Maryland, asa brother in the same - 


circumstances located among us. 


2. The funds of every Lodge are. from the very na- © 


ture of the case, and by the fundamental laws of our 


organization, after paying its ordinary and just ex- > 


penses, pledged as a charity fund, to be applied for 


2. The members of no Lodge are the owners of its : 
Masonic funds, but they are in effect the trustees of ° 


those funds, for the use of poor distressed Masons,their 


widows and orphans, and of course, a distribution of » 


such funds, or any charity, would be, masonically, a 
desecration of their trust. and a palpable violation 
of the fundamental! principles of the order. 


4. Any regulation or By-Law of any Lodge, which 


provides for the distribution of any part of its funds 
among its own members, except as a charity to those 


upon an unchangeable law of the Order, and should 


at once as arule for the government of such Lodge, 

¢ be revoked.. 
In the light of these truths,the committee have exam- 

ined the By-Laws submitted to them. The questionable ° 


Provisions are in substance, that every member of 
the Lodge of six months’ standing, and who is not in" 
debted for more than three months’ dues, shall, when- 
ever prevented by sickness from attending his ordi- 
nary avocations, receive from the funds of the Lodge, 
during the continuance of his indisposition, the sum 
of three dollars and fifty cents a , week. 
member is, at the time of his application, out of the 
city of Baltimore, he is required, as a condition pre- 


In case the ; 











erm" 


- S 











cedent to a right to the money, to furnish the certifi- 
cate of a physician to his sickness, and it must appear 
* in all cases that his sickness is not the result of intem- 
> perance or immorality. The members thus entitled 


° ’ 
° to these allowances, are termed ‘‘ beneficial members,’ ; 


> and the widow of every such deceased member is en- 
titled to receive during her widowhocd, the sum of 
twenty-five dollars per annum, subject, however, to 
an increase or decrease, as the funds of the Lodge 
may justify to be paid quarterly. 
any member, not indebted for more than six months’ 
dues, the sum of thirty dollars is to be paid from the 
funds of the Lodge, to defray his funeral expenses.— 
One eighth of the entire receipts of the Lodge is to be 
’ set apart every six months, as a school fund for the 

education of the orphans of its deceased members.— 
> When their education, in any case, is otherwise pro- 
vided for, the amount which would have been appro- 
priated, is to be paid to their mother or guardian, un- 
til they shall be eleven years old, for their benefit, if 
their necessities require it. The funds of the Lodge 
derived from the ordinary source, are increased by 
the payment of an annual sum of six dollars by each 
member. None but regular paying members are en- 
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¢ ded, that the contingent charities of the Lodge shali 
$ never exceed fifty dollars per annum, except there 


‘ be a surplus fund of more than two hundred dollar: « ¢ 


* An amendment to these By-Laws bas been adopted 


ee 


varying the above provisions as to dispense with the 
payments to the widow of a deceased member, and 
the school fund, and dividing the members into hono- 
rary and beneficiary members, and exciuding those 
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they are before them. 

Stated in a more concise form, it will be noticed that 
these provisions contain seven rules, having reference 
‘to the funds of the Lodge. 


1. Every paying member who is sick, without any . 


' regard to his necessities, is entitled during his sick- 
ness, not as a matter of charity but as a matter of 
beneficial right, to a weekly stipend of 3,50. 

2. On the death of every member, without any regard 
to the necessities of his representatives, or reference 
to his estate, thirty dollars are to be paid, notas a 


charity, but as a debt to defray his funeral expen- ; 


ses, 


3. The widow of every such paying member, with. ; 


* out any regard to her necessities, is entitled to receive 
during her widowhood, not asa charity, but as a ben- 
eficial right, an annual salary in quarterly payments, 
of twenty-five dollars subject to be varied in amount 
by the state of the funds. 

4. One eighth part of the entire funds of the Lodge 
are appropriated as a school fund, and the orphan 
children of every deceased member, without regard to 
their necessities, are entitled, not as a charity but as a 
benefit, to share in the application of these funds. 


5. When provision is otherwise made for the edu- é 


cation of any such children, their portion is to be paid 


las 
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On the death of 3 


but not approved by the Grand Stewards’ Lodge, so ° 


over forty-five years from the privileges of the latter. 3 
But the principles as above stated are not changed> ¢ 
and the Committee consider the whole together as ; 


> Lodge, without any reference to their becoming ob. 
to their mother or guardian annually, till they are ‘ jects of charity 
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5 eleven years old, for their use. This is not asa ben- ° 
¢ efit, but is to be paid in case their necessities require é 


it. 

6. The ordinary charities are limited to fifty dollars 
a year, unless there is a surplus in the treasury of 
8 more than two hundred dollars. 
$ 7. None but paying members are entitled to the ben- 
> efits of the Lodge. 

Of these seven rules. the first four of them makes 
provisions for the distribution of the Lodge among its 
» own paying members, and their widows and children, 
§ —not asan act of charity, but without ony reference 
> totheir wants or necessities. The richest man in 
} the city who may be a member of that Lodge, has a 


5 
4 
rd 
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> right to demand a weekly stipend while he is sick, ° 


and his widow an annual salary after he is dead, 

though the amount thus taken from the Masonic fund, 
} may only go to increase the great accumulation already 
» hoarded ; and his children though heirs at law to thou- 
; sands of dollars, have aright to another portion of 
; the same funds to acquire their education. In the 
§ judgment of the committee, a regulation of a subor- 
¢ dinate Lodge, by which the funds, acquire from the 


P $ very nature of the case for purposes of charity, mav 
titled to the benefits of the Lodge. Itis also provi-® be thus appropriated, strikes at the foundation pris 
3 ciples of the Masonic institution, and contravenes ii® 


> original and unchanging laws. It effaces that great 
and holy law of charity, which was written upen the 
» heart of every worthy brother, in his preparation for 
the order, from the Masonic code. It changes the en- 
* tire character of the institution,and instead of an agency 
> designed for the exercise of benevolent emotions, and 
$ the performance, from disinterested motives of benev- 
§ olent acts, it leaves itthe mere panderer to the sel 
> fishness of selfish man. 


A Lodge in full operation,upon the principles invol- 


provisions, instead of a charitable society, would be. 


¢ come a company for mutual insurance, not only upon ’ 


; lives but upon health. Every paying member, by the 
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ved in these By-Laws, and giving full effect to their « 
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payment of fifty cents per month, receives an open ?’ 


policy of insurance, that in the event of his sickness, 
> he shall receive a monthly stipend of fourteen dollars 
Pa % 7 . . 
; during his sickness, an annual salary for his widow 
2 


2 of twenty five dollars during her widowhood, and a 


; due proportion of an entire eighth of the whole in- 
> come of the Lodge, for the education of his children ; 
» and for the security of the payment, with the exception 
’ of fifty dollars per annum, the whole Lodge fund 
> stands unconditionally pledged. The committee ex- 
press no opinion upon the policy or propriety of a 
class of beneficial societies, properly so called, which 
» have sprung up in modern tines, and among which 
the fnll execution of the provisions of these By. 
- Laws, would place King David’s Lodge,—but they are 
clearly of the opinion, that by such a change in its 
objects, it could not fail to disarm itself of some of 
the most essential features of the Masonic society. 
Masonry teaches us that the funds of the Lodge, shall 
stand sacredly pledged for purposes of charity. The 
scheme contemplated by these By-Laws, teaches us 
that these funds are a kind of Savings Bank deposit, 
for the special benefit of the members of this particular 


The brother contributing to the funds 


; 
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as 2 Mason, pays his money without any expectation | 


of any other benefit than the consolation that he has 
sent forth his mite, to aid in the relief of poor, worthy, 
distressed brethren, their widows and orphans ;—the 


table officers and members of King David’s Lodge, 


and from their known attachment to the Order, and | 


; devotion to its principles, the committee cannot doubt, 


brother contributing as a beneficial member upon the ; 
principal of these By-Laws, pays his money with the ; 


, certainty, that in the event of the sickness and death 
which is appointed unto men, to him, or to his wid- 
ows and heirs at law, it willreturn, and, in some 


events may return increased a hundred fold. A gen. 


¢ these By-Laws may have originated. 


that they will see the propriety of these views, and 
upon an examination of the subject, will be the first, 
in a readiness to correct any error of opinion, in which 
In full confi- 
dence, that on this subject there cannot bea difference 
of opinion among the intelligent and well instructed 


, of the fraternity. and of their confidence in the at- 


uine Mason gives freely, charitably ; a beneficial Ma- 
son (so to use the term) pays under a bargain for an ¢ 


equivalent, gives selfishly. In any view the Commit- 
tee can contemplate the subject, they are brought to 
the conclusion, that this whole plan, as disclosed by 
the provisions of these By-Laws, is inconsistent with 
a proper regard to the best interests of the Masonic 
fraternity, and at variance with its most cherished 
principles. 

If, in the formation of these By-Laws, the member® 
of King David’s Lodge, instead of providing for the 
distribution of these funds among themselves, as ben 
eficiaries, had introduced into the plan the law of char. 
ity, and limited the payments to those who should 
become real subjects of charity. according to the prin. 
ciples taught in masonry, the serious and insurmount- 
able objections to which the committee have refer- 
rel, would not in their view have existed. 
under such limitations, the system of stated payments 
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tachment of the Brethren of King David’s Lodge, to the 
ancient land-marks and usages of Masonry, the Com- 
mittee are unanimously of the opinion, that no further 
action of the Grand Lodge in respect to the By-Laws 
in question is necessary, other than to sanction this 
report by its acceptance and approval, and to call 


the attention of the brethren of the Lodge named to < 
The committee can- > 


the opinions herein expressed. 
not doubt that such a modification of the By-Laws in 


; question will be made, as will obviate the objection. 


able features, to which they have called attention.— 
With these views the Committe recommended that 


, the resolution referred to them, requiring a portion 


of those By Laws to be erased, be rejected, and as a 


* substitute they submit the following resolution. 


Whether 


of charity to the poor of a Lodge, may with propriety | 


be introduced into the Lodges, is a question which 
the committee are not called upon to consider, and up- 
on which they give no opinion. 

They cannot, however, refrain from pointing out, 
what appears to them, the tendency of the system, to 
which they have stated their objections. No man is 
a proper candidate for Masonry. who cannot lay his 
hand upon his heart and say; ‘‘ that unbiassed by 
friends and uninfluenced by any mercenary motives,” 
he seeks admission. There is inthe pure principles 
of Masonry, nothing to tempt him to seek admission, 
in violation of such a pledge. But upon this health 
insurance plan, the prospect of pecuniary gain stands 
out prominent before his mind, beckoning him to 
come forward, not from a principle of benevolence, 
but from one of selfishness. Such inducements no 
Lodge ought to hold out to a selfish wor!d. 

That provision which limits the amount of real 
Masonic charity to fifty dollars a year, unless there is 
more than two hundred dollars in the treasury has 
not escaped the attention of the Committee, and they 
refer to it with the belief that all inteligent Masons 
will, with them, perceive its inconsistency with the 
settled principles of Masonry. 

The committee have thus expressed their views 
upon the subject referred to them, with that frankness, 
which was due from them to the Grand Lodge, and 
to the members of the particular Lodge whose By- 
Laws they have considered. They have full confi 
dence, that upon reflection. not only the members 
of the Grand Lodge, but all well informed Masons 
will see the justice of the views which the committee 
have taken of this subject; and from the high char- 
acter, and known integrity, of the worthv and respec- 
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Resolved, That the Grand Lodge accept and approve 
of the foregoing report, and that they direct the at- 
tention of all the subordinate Lodges under its juris- 


diction, and especially the brethren of King David’s ‘ 


Lodge, to the opinions contained in said report. 


THE 27th AT KINGSTON—CANADA. 

My Dear sir AND BRoTHER.— 

I now have much pleasure in addressing you, in 
order to give you a faint idea of our Masonic proceed- 
ings on St. John’s the Evangelist, 27th ult. Agreeable 
to notice for some time back being given, the Frater- 


nity of this town, consisting of the St. John’s Lodge, 


grand registry, of England, and the Duke of Lein- 
ster Lodge, grand registry of Ireland, met at their re- 
spective Lodges — and after the installation of their 
officers, (a list of whom I also send) proceeded to 
celebrate the day by a public procession to church— 


; at3 o’clock the Brethren were formed in front of the 


Lodge rooms, which are on opposite sides of the street, 
and proceeded by the band of the 7Ist regiment, we 
proceeded to St. George’s church, where a truly Ma. 


’ sonic address was delivered by our Bro. the Rev. 


Wm. Herchmer Our numbers could not have been 
less than 150—TI regret that I have not as yet been a- 
ble to get a copy of the address in order that it might 
have appeared in your valuable Register. He dweltlong 
and forcibly on everyensignofourorder He illustra- 
ted the several rounds of our ladder in such a clear and 
impressive manner, that not only did every Masonic 
breast treasure every word—but the same effect ap- 
peared to be produced on all present, for the church 
was crowded to overflowing. I do assure you, that, 
long will his address be remembered by all present, 
and if there were among the assembled crowd any 
whose opinions had been prejudiced among us ; what 
a lesson have they now received—envy, prejudice, 
bigotry and malice, must lave shrunk back with 


> shame at their own wicked blindness. 
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After service was over, we again formed without 
the church, and it being by this time quite dark, we 
had provided a large number of torches or flambeaux 


and these being carried by a number of men placed at , 


‘ certain distances along our line, we thus marched 


, through the principal streets of the town. 
- was brilliant, strange and fantastic in the extreme— — 


7 Duke Leinster Lodge 283. 
8 Bro. Rev. Wm. Herchmer, 
9 Brother T. R. Armstrong, 
3 10 Our visiting Brethren, 
¢ 11 The land we live in, 
§ 12 Masons wivesand Masons bairns. 
$ 31 To om most happy meeting. ° 
, Thus did our festival close with delight and 
; satisfaction to all who had joined in it — below you 
¢ have the names of the officers appointed to each ° 
’ Lodge.— 
ST. JOHN’S LODGE 491. 
Bro. H. I. Morris, W. M. 
‘* Wm. Gunn, S. W. 
‘€ HH. Smith jr., J. WW. 
** W. J. Grodeve, Treasurer, 
) fe W. G. Hinds, Secretary. 
. " J. B. Hav, S.. D, 
;  Rich’d Owen, J.D 
3 © J. Grist, In. Guard. 
‘ *€ Kerns. Tyler 
) DUKE LEINSTER LODGE 283. 
Bro, M. T. Hunter, W. M. 
; ** W. G. Chambers, 8. W. 
; ‘* Thomas Paul, 5. W. 
y “J. W. Harrington, Treasurer. 
‘ “ J. A. Ege, Secretary. 
; *¢ Rutherford, 8. D. 
¢ ‘*  Lestage, J. B. 
y ‘© E. Proby, In. Guard. 
y ‘© Laird, Tyler. 
‘ MASONIC ELECTIONS.—DECEMBER 5845. 
y ALBANY. 
, Tempe LonGe, No. 14. 
¢ John W. H. Canoll, W. Master 
; Jetur Gardner, Sen. Warden 
4 James Dickson, Jun. Warden 
; David M’Cullock, Secretary 
4 C.W. Bender, Treasurer 
é Geo. R. Finn, Sen. Deacon 
. 


The effect 


On arriving at Brother Daley’s Hotel we entered, 
and there spent the remainder of the evening, after 
partaking of dinner provided by our worthy brother 


in his usual sumptuous style, for which he isso far : 
dinner the following : 


and favorable known—after 
toasts were drank with all the honors — they were 
given alternately by the W. M. of St. John’s first, 
and then the W. M. of the Duke of Leinster—and af* 
ter each toast the band played an appropriate air. 

1 The Queen and the craft. 

2 Speedy relief to all distressed Brethren. 


3 United Grand Lodge of Engiand Ireland & Scotland. . 


4 The Grand Lodges of the United States of America, 


may peace and Brotherly love ever be cemented be- 


tween them and us. 
Provincial Grand Lodge. 
St. John’s Lodge No. 491. 


or 


( 
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Wm. A. House, Jun. Deacon 





John Pierce, Tiler. 
Master’s Lonce, No. 5. 
John Keyes Paige, W. Master 


Wm. Seymour, 

E. Westerlo, 
Hamlet H. Hickox, 
David Newcomb, 
David Morgan, 
Corns. Ten Broeck, 


Sen. Warden 
Jun. Warden 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Sen. Deacon 
Jun. Deacon 


John Pierce, Tiler. 
WHITEHALL. 
Puenix Lopce, No. 94. 

Bro. D. S. Wright, W. Master 
‘* Cyrus Boardman, S. Warden, 
‘* Walter Jones, J. Warden, 
‘J. C. Parke, Treasurer 
«J. C. House, Secretary, 
‘¢ Jolin L. Smith, Sen. Deacon 
ind 


Harvey Fosdick, 


** WW. C. Caldwell, 2 : 
Julius Pierce, , 5 Stewards 


Jun. Deacon 


Joseph Jillson, Mast. Ceremonies 
** FE. Burroughs, Tiler. 
WHEELING, VA. 
Onto Lopnce No. 101. 
P. Wilson, W. Master. 


John M. Gauchey, Sen. Warden. 


*€ William Hamilton, Jun. Warden. 
‘* George W. Sights. Secretary. 
‘¢ “Henry R. List, Treasurer. 


‘* Robt. H. Wilson, Sen. Deacon, 


‘« Walter G. Scott, Jun. Deacon. 
Rev.‘ William Armstrong, Chaplain, 
‘* James Johnston, Tiler. 


WATERTOWN, N. Y. 
Calvin Auborn, W. Master. 
Peter Horr, Sen. Warden. 
Lysander H. Brown, Jun. Warden. 
Alfred Otis, Secretary. 
Pearson Mundy, Treasurer. 
William C. Clark, Sen. Deacon. 
Lyman C. Clark, Jun. Deacon. 
Thomas Harold, Tyler. 


> t$ An esteemed Brother at Geneva, in writing to ' 
; us says, at the close of his letter, 






** We had a very interesting time at our last regular $ 


Plenty of work—5 visiting Brethren ? 


° from Ovid, who think of making application for a dis- ° 
» pehsation for a Lodge, at that place, shortly. We 
¢ have several applications for innitiation from some 
« of our best citizens,—one a minister of the Gospel.— 


On the whole, Masonry is looking up in this region, | 


° and we mean to give a good account of ourselves.” 


< 


THE DAUGHTER’S DEATH. 


-— 


‘Its very lonely, mamma,” murmured a fair-haired, 
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lovely girl as she rested upon a sofa one evening, it is 
; very lonely now, and the night seemed very long.— ° 


» Shall I never see papa any more ?” 


on 


‘* Yes my love, you will see him again in a fair ’ 
¢ 
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* brighter world than this.” 

‘* But this is a fair world,” said the little girl; ‘I 
love to run and play in the warm sunshine, and pick 
the water cresses from the brook; and when the 
weather is a little warmer, I shall go and gather the 
blue-eyed viole’ that papa said was like me.” 

- Too like, I fear.” said the mother, as the crystal 
tear drop trembled on the drooping lid , ‘* but my child, 
there is a fairer world than this, where the flowers 


A 
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that glorious sky ; for the glory of Him whose name 
is love, beams brightly and forever in these golden 
courts ; the trees that blow on the banks of the river, 
which waters that blessed place, never fade as they 
do in this world, and when friends meet there they 
will be parted no more, but will sing hymns of praise 
to Gol and the Lamb forever.” 

** And shall I go tothat happy place whenI die?" 
said the child, ‘‘ and shall you go with me!” 


- in dignity because he is expert in profane swearing? ° 


> will not degrade. 
¢ the practice which has neither reason nor passion to 
* support it. 
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Low must be the character which such impertinence ; 
Inexcusable, therefore, must be 


The drunkard has his cups; the lecher ‘ 


’ his mistress, the satirist his revenge; the ambitious | 


never fade ; where the clouds never hide the light of 


man hia preferment ; the miser his gold ; but the com. 
mon swearer has nothing ; he sells his soul for nought. 
and drudges in the service of the devil gratis Swear- - 
ing is void of ail plea; it is not the offspring 
of the soul, not interwoven with the texture ‘ 
of the body ; nor any how allied to our frame. For, ' 
as Tillotson expresses it ‘‘ though some men pour 

out oaths as if they were natural, yet no man was « 
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’ ever of a swearing constitution.” 


** Yes,” said the mother, ‘‘ we shall both go in God’s | 


own time; when he calls us from this life we shall 
dwell forever in His presence.” 

It was a little while and the mother bent over the 
grave of this little frail flower of intellect, withered 
by the untimely frosts of death ; but was she alone 
when in the twilight shades, she sat upon the grassy 
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fond heart were gathered in oblivious silence? Oh 
no! The soft and silvery tones of buried love whis. 
pered in the breeze, that lifted the drooping flowers 


overcharged with tae dewy tears of night. The dia- 


deathless flame,which burned undimmed upon the in- 
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hours of solitude. that commmunion of pure spirits 
which exalted faith alone can bestow. 
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OBITUARY. 
Died, at Coxsackie. onthe 9th ult. Bro. Silas Ho!- 
brook aged 52. 

Bro. Holbrook’s departure was sudden and unexpec- 
ted. The day before his death, he attended his Lodge, 
¢ and was elected one of its officers. On the evening 
‘ after he was stricken with apoplexy, and after a 
few hours of suffering, departed this life. 
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and confidence, of his brethren, as well as the neigh- 


His sudden death affords but another lesson of the “‘ un- 


and if we make aright improvement of this mysteri. 
ous dispensation, of Providence, it will be the ‘‘ small 
still voice” whispering to us, that we are MORTAL, 

and that we know not what an hour may bring forth. 
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SWEARING. 


Whatever fortune maybe made by perjury, I believe 
¢ there never was a man who made a fortune by swear- 
‘ ing. It often happens that men pay for swearing, but 
¢ but it seldom happens that they are paid for it. It 
’ is not easy to perceive what honor or credit is connec- 
¢ ted with it. Does any man receive promotion because 
‘ he isa notable blusterer? Or is any man advanced 


‘. 


mound, where the deep and yearning hopes of that : 
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mond stars that one by one came forth upon their ; 
shining watch, seemed beaming with the light of that | 


most shrine of her heart ; and she enjoyed, in the holy » 


~ 
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Bro H. $ 
was a man of much worth, and enjoyed the respect ; 


borhood, in which he has resided for a long time.— ‘ 


certainty of life, and the vanity of human pursuits,” | 


insets 


BEAUTIFUL THOUGHT. 

Lighton thus wrote on hearing of the death of a 
child : ' 

‘* Sweet thing, and is so quickly laid asleep? Hap 
py he? Though we shall have no more the pleasure 
of his lisping laughing, he shall have no more the pain | 
of crying, nor of being sick, nor of dying. Tell my dear 
sister that she is now so much more akin to the other ‘ 
world ; and this will be quickly passed tous all. John 
is but gone an hour or two to bed, as children used to ‘ 
do, and we are undressing to follow. And the more 
we put off the love of this present world, and all things 
superfluous, before hand, we shall have the less to do ’ 


when we lie down.” 
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THE HEART, — 


The heart—the heart! oh let it be 
A true and bounteous thing ; 

As kindly warm, as nobly free, 
As eagle’s nestling wing. 

Oh! keep it not, like miser’s gold, 
Shut in from all beside ; 

But let its precious stores unfold, 
In mercy, far and wide. 


The heart—the heart that’s truly blest, 
Is never all its own ; 

No ray of glory lights the breast, 
That beats for self alone. 


The heart—the heart! oh, let it spare 
A sigh for others’ pain ; 

The breath that soothes a brother’s care 
Is never spent in vain. 


And though it throb at gentlest touch 
Or sorrow’s faintest call, 
’T were better it should ache too much, 
Than never ache at all. ‘ 


The heart—the heart, that’s truly blest. 
Is never all its own ; 

No ray of glory lights the breast, 
That beats for self alone. 





J!PLOMas, AND APRONS, of the degrees of Master and Roy- ¢ 
‘ al Arch, handsome articles may be had on application to this of- 
ice. 
Master's Diplomas single - - - ° - 80 50 
Arch do Large size -  - ~ - - 
Master’s and R. A. Aprons, on Saiin, trimmed with blue 
or red silk fringe - a 
The same on extra shoe satin. - - - 4 00 
Lodges or chapters, desiring any of the above articles, for the bo- 
dy, will be furnished at a liberal discount. 
7 Any order, enclosing cash, will be attended to, packed up in 
asafe manner, and forwarded by the Express, if desired. 
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